
On February 20, Mayor Dick Murphy
and Councilmember Jim Madaffer broke
ground for a new College-Rolando Branch
Library to be located at the corner of
Montezuma Road and Reservoir Drive.
Designed by McGraw/Baldwin Architects,
the $6.1 million, 15,000-square-foot facility
will be more than three times larger than the
current College Heights Branch Library. The new, state-of-the-art library will
more than double the book and media collection and provide 30 computers 
to better meet the educational and recreational needs of local residents.
Community meeting rooms and a 65-space parking area will be included. 
The project is scheduled to be completed in late 2005.  

Groundbreaking for
an expansion of the Otay Mesa/Nestor Branch Library was celebrated 
by the community on February 26 with Mayor Dick Murphy and
Councilmembers Ralph Inzunza and Jim Madaffer doing the digging.
Located at 3003 Coronado Ave., the $4.6 million project has been
designed by Safdie Rabines Architects. The library will be closed during
construction and is scheduled to be completed in mid-2005. The size 
of the current 10,000-square-foot Otay Mesa/Nestor Branch will be
increased to 15,000 square feet, providing larger meeting and confer-
ence rooms, a computer lab, additional space for collections of library
materials, and an improved learning environment for residents. The proj-
ect will also include repairs and improvements to the original building.

These two library projects are part of the City of San Diego’s
$312.3 million library building program, approved by the
Mayor and City Council in 2002, which calls for the building
of 13 new libraries and the expansion of 11 existing 
branches over the next 10 years. One of the new 
facilities will be a new Main Library downtown. The new
Point Loma/Hervey Branch Library opened in 2003; an
expanded La Jolla/Riford Branch Library reopened March 27;
and groundbreakings for three more library projects are
planned in 2004.

Groundbreaking Celebrations 
for Two Branch Libraries
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Left to right: Library Director Anna Tatár, Branch Manager Harriet Cohen,
and Library Commissioner Judy McCarty  

Montgomery High School Mariachi 

New La Jolla/Riford Branch Library



2

The year 2004 is shaping up to be an exciting year for the San Diego
Public Library!

The American Library Association held its 2004 Midwinter Conference
in San Diego January 9-14, and with it came kudos and a special grant
for the San Diego Public Library. The conference attracted thousands 
of library staff from all over the country for a series of meetings, discus-
sions and exhibits and offered an opportunity for San Diego to show off
its two newest libraries in Mission Valley and Point Loma.

The January issue of Library Journal magazine included news 
about the conference and featured a glowing editorial with the headline
“San Diego is Library City!” praising the City of San Diego’s $312.3 mil-
lion program to build or expand 24 libraries over 10 years. In addition,
the ALA board issued a resolution commending the Mayor and City
Council for backing the plan to improve the library system.

On January 9, the first day of the conference, it was announced that
all public libraries in San Diego and Imperial counties will benefit from a
$100,000 federal grant to expand the services of Tutor.com. The web-
based company provides online homework assistance to students in
fourth through 12th grades. The service is offered through the San Diego
Public Library’s web site so that students can access Tutor.com from
home. The grant was secured by U.S. Rep. Randy Cunningham, who
took part in the announcement with Tutor.com CEO George Cigale.

The timing of Mayor Dick Murphy’s State of the City address during
the library conference was coincidental, but emphasized the City’s 
commitment to improving the library system. The mayor announced that
work will begin in 2004 on four branches, with continuing progress on
the new Main Library, and that the expansion of the La Jolla/Riford
Branch would soon be completed. In his address, he stated: “A good
library enhances the quality of life of every single person in its communi-
ty. It gives kids a clean and positive place to go. And it gives all people
access to information and personal growth. That’s why my vision for San
Diego includes a first-class library for everyone in every part of the city.”

Anna Tatár 

A Message from 
the Director

Upcoming Events
For information on upcoming events, call individual libraries 
or visit us at www.sandiego.gov/public-library/news-events/
Subscribe to Library Connection, the e-mail 
newsletter, for information about major 
library happenings and upcoming events at 
www.sandiego.gov/public-library/news-events.
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Last fall, the San Diego
Association of Fundraising
Professionals awarded San Diego
attorney Jim Dawe its first
Volunteer of the Year Award.
Those who work in the library field
were not surprised by this recog-
nition, having been inspired by his
tremendous commitment and
dedication to libraries for the past
20 years at the local, state and
national levels. He began as chair
of the Board of Library Com-
missioners for the City of San
Diego in the mid-1980s, a job he
held for eight years. Former Gov. Pete Wilson then appointed Mr. Dawe
to the Library Board of California, where he served as chairman, vice
chairman and legislative committee chair over the next eight years. 

At the national level he was designated one of 10 outstanding library
advocates of the last 100 years by the American Library Association.
He served eight years on the Urban Libraries Council Board (three
years as chairman); drafted federal legislation on behalf of public
libraries nationwide; served as a delegate to the White House
Conference on Library and Information Services; and is a member of
the American Library Trustee Association. 

In 2000, Mr. Dawe chaired the Californians for Literacy and
Community Libraries campaign. Through his leadership, the voters of
California passed a $350 million bond measure, known as Proposition
14, for the construction and renovation of public libraries. This is the
largest construction bond measure for libraries that has ever been
approved in the nation. San Diego Public Library has already benefited
from this bond measure. In 2002, the State of California approved more
than $5.35 million for a new Logan Heights Branch Library; and in
2003, the City of San Diego was awarded a $20 million grant to help
fund a new Main Library in downtown San Diego. 

Mr. Dawe is now involved in overseeing the San Diego Public
Library Foundation which is dedicated to raising the more than $50 mil-
lion needed for construction of the new Main Library and 23 new or
expanded branch libraries as part of a $312.3 million, system-wide
improvement program. The foundation may continue after these 
projects are completed to establish an endowment for the future of 
San Diego’s libraries. 

Check Us Out Check Us Out 
is a quarterly publication of San Diego Public Library

Library Director, Anna Tatár
Editors, Alyce Archuleta and Arian Collins
For information, call (619) 236-5800 
Visit us at www.sandiego.gov/public-library/

“Mr.  Library”  Jim  Dawe
Receives  Volunteer  of  
the  Year  Award

Author Chalmers Johnson Receives 
2004 LOLA Award (Local Author Lifetime
Achievement Award) From Library 
Director Anna Tatár.

This award is given
annually to an author
who has had a distin-
guished writing career
and whose published
work has provided 
significant enrichment
to the San Diego 
community. His latest
book, “Sorrows of
Empire: Militarism,
Secrecy, and the End
of the Republic,” was
published earlier this
year. The ceremony
took place January 31
at the 38th Annual
Local Authors
Reception and 
Book Exhibit at the
Central Library.

Library Director Anna Tatar with Chalmers Johnson
Photo by Earnie Grafton, San Diego Union-Tribune

Jay Hill, Library Development Director,
has been named among San Diego
Magazine's “50 People to Watch in
2004,” in the magazine’s January 2004 issue.
He “…is charged with raising more than $50
million of the $312.3 million needed to build a
new Main Library and 23 branches. Hill, a
triathlete, is accustomed to big challenges.”

The City of San Diego received $750,000, the
first installment of a $3.5 million gift from The San Diego
Foundation’s Hervey Family Fund to help build a new
Skyline Hills/Page Branch Library. The library will be named
after the late Mae Bell Page, who lived in Skyline Hills and was a for-
mer employee of the Hervey family. The Hervey Family Fund also
donated $5 million to build the Point Loma/Hervey Branch Library that
opened in September 2003.

The Grand Opening of the Allied Gardens/Benjamin
Branch Library Flamingo Terrace Patio, an outdoor patio

redesigned as a quiet
reading garden open to
the public, took place in
November. “Quilted
Poetry,” a display of the
work of five master quil-
ters, opened the same
day; and a ceremony
commending library vol-
unteers was held at the
opening reception. 

The San Diego City Council has unanimously approved
purchase of the property located at 215 Washington Street
as the site for the new Mission Hills/Hillcrest Branch
Library.

Linda Vista Branch Library hosted a
reception for incoming University of
San Diego President Mary Lyons. She
read a storybook and met with students from
five local schools. This was one of many activ-
ities in the community to celebrate Presidential
Inauguration Week.

Skyline Hills/Page Branch Library has
received a Partnerships in Education
Exemplary Partnership Award from the
San Diego Unified School District. The library
entered into a formal partnership agreement
with Freese Elementary School in 1995. The

mission of the partnership is “to promote community collaboration and

improve student achievement by supporting teaching and learning in
the classroom and to support literacy and initiate close collaboration
between schools and public libraries.”

Joshua and Zachary Marx,
two young library users who live in
Carlsbad, sent their Hanukkah
money to San Diego Public
Library for buying books.
Thank you, boys!

What’s Happening at Your
Library? A new Library Calendar
of Events provides more up-to-
date information on the web site
about upcoming programs and

activities at both Central and branch libraries. It is organized by
month, date, type of event and location. Users can print listings or
email them to friends. Access this improved calendar at
www.sandiego.gov/public-library/. Choose Calendar of Events. On
the same page choose Library Connection Newsletters

Subscripstions and Archive to subscribe
to the Library email newsletter.

In January, Sharon Robinson spoke at the Mission Valley
Branch Library about her latest book “Promises to Keep:
How Jackie Robinson Changed America.” The daughter of
baseball legend Jackie Robinson and vice president of educational
programming for Major League Baseball, she works closely with the
American Library Association and attended its January Midwinter
Meeting in San Diego.

The San Diego River Park Foundation dedicated a bronze
sculpture of a red-tailed hawk,
“Watchful Eyes” by Artist Cliff
Hollestelle, at the Mission
Valley Branch Library. Council-
member Donna Frye welcomed
attendees, and the sculpture was
unveiled by Bryn Watson of Pacific
Southwest Wildlife Arts Board. The
sculpture will reside at the library until
the River Park is completed.

On February 7, Scripps Ranch Friends of the Library held a
Back to the Future reception, dinner and dance event to
celebrate the 10th anniversary of the library and raise
money to purchase CDs, DVDs and a new sound system
and LCD projector for the library community room. The
menu featured food from the 1950s and one-third of the 175 atten-
dees dressed in period attire. Together the silent and live auctions
raised approximately $10,000 to benefit the library. The most popular
auction items were two baseball packages of six field-level seats at
the new Petco Park. 
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Briefly Noted...Briefly Noted...

Left to right: Barbara Le Tourneau, Sheila Fleming, Shirley
Conlon and Manuela “Nell” Torrez in front of “Redwork
Romance quilt by Nell Torrez

USD President Mary Lyons

Joshua (8) and Zachary (4) Marx

On March 2, the world celebrated the 100th birthday of
beloved children’s author Theodor “Dr. Seuss” Geisel.
From February 28 through March 5, libraries were invaded
by cats in stovepipe hats, a dust-protecting elephant, a
tree-loving Lorax, Sam and his breakfast of green eggs

and ham and a host of other
characters from Dr. Seuss
books as San Diego Public
Library honored him with a
series of fun-filled events.

City Heights/Weingart Caitlin Gurholt, Carmel ValleyCelida Herrera, San Ysidro

Seuss Loose at the Library-Seussentennial Celebration
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92130 Realty
Virginia Abblitt

Roberto & Susana Abdelnur
John Abegglen

Judith Anne Aboud
Marjorie Acker

Mrs. Elizabeth Ackermann
Diana Adam

Ernie Adamson
Sona & Harold Ahrens

Charlotte Albrecht
Keith & Colleen Alexander

Richard Allen
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Ameele

Dorothy Ament
Mr. & Mrs. Hayes Anderson

Jean Anderson
William & Shawna Anderson

Anonymous (11)
Ruth Anthony

Richard Archibald
Michael & Alyce Archuleta

Feroza Ardershir
James & Louise Arnold

Stephen Awe
Roy & Sarah Axford

Reba Ayres
Barbara Baehr
Diane Bailey
Arlene Baker

David & Christine Baldwin
Donald & Gail Bamber

George & Elizabeth Bange
Arthur & Lois Banta

Robert & JoDene Barckley
Daniela Barrera & Cesar De Leon Ortega

Walter & Marion Barrett
Patrick Barry

Sharon Barton
Walter & Debra Basarab

Carol Bausch
Bruce & Patricia Becker

Mary Beebe
Kate Bell & Robert S. Edwards

Sally Jean Bennett
Ruth Benson

Michael & Jane Benton
Victoria Berbano
John Berecochea

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Berman
Elizabeth Berube

Georgina Betancourt & Phillip Loveless 
Barbara Bethel

Dr. Rebecca Bierman
David & Edita Bilak

Daniel Bitner
Robert Blanton
George Boomer

Gaylyn Boone & James R. Dorcy
Dr. George Boone

Arthur Boothroyd & Carol L. Mackersie
William & Janice Bopp
Elizabeth Bornheimer

James Boshard
David & Ginger Boss
Dr. James Bowers

Robert & Sally Boyce
Jane Boyd

Dr. & Mrs. Douglas Boyden
Charles & Bonnie Brauel

Henry & Nancy Bray
Mary Brennan
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Thank You, Contributors! September 2003 - February 2004
William & Charlotte Broderick

Susan Brooks
George Brown

Richard & Nancy Brusch
Elizabeth Bruton

Donald & Judith Bunin
Steven Burchard

Richard & Linda Burks
Marguerite Bushey

Joanne Byford
William & Joan Caldwell

Rick & Carol Callejon
Beth Callender

Louis Campagna
Rita Marie Campbell
Thomas Campbell

Edgar & Linda Canada
William & Mary Canterbury, Jr.

Candace Carroll & Leonard B. Simon
Luc Cayet & Anne Marie Pleska

Gale Chan
Teddy Charles
Luis Chavez

Shirley Chervin
Victoria Shepperd Chin
Soon-Jeong Choi-Lee

Bernice Clark
Lilla Clark

Trevor & Beryl Clarke
Christopher & Suzanne Cole

Jennifer Coleman
John & Sharron Coleman

Nancy Coleman
Dr. & Mrs. William Coles

Jana Collier & Chris Nordby
Dennis & Dana Collins

Anita Colmie
Andrea & Dennis Connor

Winfield Cooper
Laurel Costello & Kenneth A. Rochells

Marjorie Cotter
Jay & Nancy Coulter

Luke Cowell & Joy A. Phillips
Brooks Crabtree

Craft Cottage
Harmon & Valerie Craig
Rev. & Mrs. Don Crary

William Crawford
Jonathan Crick

Kent & Peggy Cross
Judith Crowley
Joan Cudhea

David Cummins
Thomas Alan Custer

The Daro Foundation, Inc.
Gary & Denise David

Alan & Lee Anne Davis
Mr. & Mrs. James Davis

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas De Molen, Jr.
Barbara Dean
Kathleen Dene
Paula Desow

Eve Diana
Vendal & Kathleen DiGiacinto
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis DiLucente

Susan Dimagno & Daniel R. Foltz
H. Theo & Mary Dohrman

Gary & Martha Doran
Frank & Nelly Dore

Kurt & Lynn Dornbusch
Peter Dragin
John Dryden

John Duncan
Gwen Dunham

H.G. & Jeanne Dunham
Richard & Jane Dziezyk

John & Jean Earl
Larry & Ellen Eberlein
Richard & Judy Eby

Jerome Eggers
Jordan Einbinder & 

Danielle A. Hammerman
Bertrand & Nancy Elder

Marshall & Doris Eldridge
Charles Elster & Myrna Zambrano

Marion Emerson
Pamela Engebretson

Victor & Louise Engleman
Beverly Erdman

Jeane Erley
Raymond Eubanks

Ann Evans
Kathy Farrelly

James & Louise Farschon
Betty Feldman

Morey & Jeanne Feldman
Marla Feller & Daniel Feldman

Betty Ferree
Phillip & Patricia Fickling

Alice Fierke
Arline Fisch

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Fish
Tara Fletcher

John & Denise Ford
Vito & Shirley Formica

B. Jean Fort
Madeline Foster

Cameron Lee Fosterling & 
Harry E. Schnepf, II

Karen Fox
Lucy & George Franck

Caroline Frederick
Jonathan Freedman
Michael Freedman

Stan & Lyn Freedman
Walter Freeman
Robert Freund

Gordon & Jeanne Frost
Mark Frudden

Dr. Ernest Gaillard, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Gann

Joseph Garcia & Angela Lopez
Bill & Patricia Gilchrist

Mr. & Mrs. Norman Gillespie
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Gilligan, Jr.

Eleanor Girard
Dr. & Mrs. Edwin Glazener

Martin & Enid Gleich
Jane Golden
Ken Golden

Lucy Goldman
Milton Goldwasser

Debra Gookin
Tom & Stephanie Gould

Robert Grabko
Thomas & Frieda Grawrock

Susan Grayson
Catherine Greene

Howard Greer & Dale P. Greer
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Gregg

Griffin Ace Hardware
Diane Griffiths

Koichi & Nathalie Gushikuma
Jake & Jennifer Gusman

Denise Haignere
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Hales

Timothy Hallahan
Beth Hamilton

Bruce Hamilton & Marianne Woo
David & Courtney Hamilton

Margaret Hamilton
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Hamlin
Daniel & Laura Hammang

Randolph Hampton
Judith Harmon

John & Diane Harris
John & Lois Harris

John & Betty Hartley
Kelley & Annette Harton

Susan Hathaway
Jack Hawkes

Robert & Patricia Hawkins
Glenn & Joanne Haworth

Hawthorne Savings
Yong He

Susan Heath
James Held & Sachiko Kohatsu

James & Sourya Henderson
William Henderson
Dustin Hennessy

W. Michael Herrnstein
The Hervey Family Fund 

at The San Diego Foundation
Jackie Hider

Dorothy Hill & Marilyn J. Ellis
Susan Hochschwender
Mrs. Clara Hockmeyer

Sandra Hoffert
Joseph Holly & Laurie Anne Mackenzie

Edwin & Beverly Hom
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Hope, Jr.

Col. Roy Hopper, USAF, Ret.
Handy Horiye

Mr. & Mrs. Robert House
Gordon Huang & Tina Mai

E. J. Hudak
Charles & OdettaHudiburgh

Donald Hulbert
La Rose Hunt

Edwin & Susan Hurst
Rachel Hurst & Richard T. Clampitt

Lawrence Hutson
James Idell & Deborah C. Streett-Idell

Lawrence & Helen Illig
David Isaman & Janet McAfee

Islands Restaurant
Libby Israel

Jack & Jill of North County
Robert Tripp Jackson

Laura Jenkins
Deborah Jennings

Mary and George Carter Jessop
Ellen Jewett

Jewish Community Foundation
Jimbo's Natural Family, Inc.

Gerald Johns
Albert & Susan Johnson

Linell Jones
Dr. Marilyn Jones

Claudia Jozel
Nancy Olmsted Kaehr

Marvin Kanfer
Joan Kannarr
Steven Kaplan

Mr. & Mrs. Theodor Kaplan
Zena & Theodore Kaplan

Jan Garland Kasun
Ann Kay

Judith Keep
Mrs. Paul Keller

Alexander & Patricia Kelley
Kevin Kelley

Jim & Kathleen Kelley-Markham
Steven Kende
Rebecca Kirby

Rancho Penasquitos Kiwanis Club
Kiwanis Club of Pacific Beach

Marian Klein
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Knierim

Mariette Kobrak
Kevin & Lori Kocher

Alvin & Marsha Korobkin
Marvin & Michael Krichman

Carole Kries
Clayton Kroh

Mr. & Mrs. James Kruest
Kathleen Krull & Paul Brewer

Bernard Kuchta
J. D. Kutch

Dr. & Mrs. Michael LaMar
David & Janet Lamott

Paula Landale
Mark & Joan Landguth
Peter & Judith Langhoff
Dick & Victory Lareau

Mr. & Mrs. Guy Laronche
Irma Latzusch

Dr. & Mrs. Mark Lawson
Jill Le Croissette

Eun Hee Lee & Yong Jae Lee
Thomas Leech

Sally Leeds
Hilde Lehmann

Kenneth & Denise Lelii
Joan Lesage
Richard Levi
Warren Lew

Harold & Dorothy Lewis
Paula Liska

Robert Littman & Janice W. Hill
E. Lizarraras, Sr.

Mr & Mrs. Curtis Loer
Rosamond Loomis

Sherrill Lorch
Grace Lord

Nicholas Loter & Maureen O'Brien
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Lovett

Mike Lovett
Jerry & Bonnie Luboviski

Barbara and Ed Luce
W. Lunday & Richard L. O'Connor

Lundy & Crawford Endowment Fund 
at The San Diego Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Mort Luster
Elizabeth Lux

Ulysses Maceda
Roy & Barbara Madsen
Mrs. Florence Magassy

James & Barbara Magdlen
Pamela Maher

Norman Mann & Sivia Brenner Mann
Eugene & Marilyn Marx

Michael Massel
Florence Mathews & Debbie L. Clint

Georg Matt & Ana Navarro
David & Diana Maurer

Sally McCabe
Robin McCall For corrections, please contact the Development Office at (619) 236-5849 or cbennett@sandiego.gov

Latricia McConnell
Cecil McFarland

Beverly McGahey
Fielding McGehee, III & Rebecca E. Moore

Michael McIsaac
Julie McKane

Tom & Michelle McKinney
Point Loma Artists

Kevin & Naomi McLean
Nantawan McLeod
Elizabeth McMahon

Jim & Mary Lee McNaughton
Angela McNeel

Linda & Michael McRory
Dorothy Meakin Trust

Randall Malin
Stephen & Susan Medak

Donna Melby
Dorothy Messier

Paul & Carol Micheletti
Estelle Milch

Stephen & Laureen Miller
Melissa Minas

Mission Valley Community Fdn.
Melissa Mitchell
Patricia Miyahara

Martha & Chuck Moffett
Patricia Mogavero
Marjorie Mogge

Mrs. Wayne Monsees
Catherine Lewis Montgomery

Sharon Moore
Theresa Morley

Damon & Lisa Mosler
John & Celia Mosz

Robert & Jean Marie Mount
Barbara Mueller

Luis & Eleanor Murillo
Kenneth & Nancy Mushinski

Lee Muth
Erick & Helen Myrman

William & Pauline Nachbar
Hiroshi Nakajima & Marisa K. Abramo

Jean Napier
Nicholas Nassir
Frances Neel
Carla Neggers

Dr. John Newsam
Susan Nickerson & Stephen Hobbs

Charlotte Nielsen & Kari Nielsen Martone
Laurel Nishida
Matthew Norris
Edward Noyes

Daniel & Kellie O'Connor
Melvin & Amy Okamura

John & Ping Olds
Carlos & Ivonne Olimon

David Oliver
Jeanette Ollivier

George Olshevsky
Calvin Onaka

Manuel and Norma Oncina
William Ordas & Nikki S. Udkovich

Patricia Ortlieb
Mr. & Mrs. David Osias

Robert & Becky Osterberg
Barbara Oswalt

Mr. & Mrs. Robert H. Palmer
Dominic & Helen Parisi

Bharat Parkhani
Mary Parks

Sherry Patheal

James Patterson
Geraldine Patton
Dr. Henry Payne
Mary Peccolo

Helen Pendleton
Gwendolyn Perchard

Joaquin & Janice Perez
Dean & Melanie Petersen

Dr. Patricia Peterson
Frank Pettit

Deborah Pettry
Catherine Pfister
James Phelan

Christine Phelon
Piazza Retail

Meta Pickering
Paul & Susan Pickett

David & Frances Pierce
Una Marie Pierce

Alan & Brigit Pitcairn
Robert & Anne Plachta

Beverly Pogo
Point Loma Nazarene University

Alexander & Maria Polinsky
Peter Politzer

Myles & Ellen Pomeroy
Paul & Katherine Ponganis

United Portuguese S.E.S. Inc.
Ruth & Thomas Potts

Ronald Powell
Delores Mae Praefke

John & Sandra Prazen
Jerzy & Patricia Preiss

David Prickett & Jill M. Davis-Prickett
Eve Pritchard
Helen Prouty

Stephen & Carolyn Pruyn
Dawn Puraty

Rebecca Purkey
Qualcomm Incorporated

The Questers, Rancho Monserate #1261
Haruko Quirk

Jeffrey Rabin & Ilona L. Canestrelli
Margaret Racz

Garey & Valerie Ramey
Donald Ramras

White Cane Foundation 
Rancho Bernardo Lions Club

Cyrus Rank
Michael & Diana Rathbun

Rancho Bernardo Community 
Computer Club

John Rebelo & Brenda Marsh-Rebelo
Fund at The San Diego Foundation

David & Laurie Renas
Jeffrey & Janice Rice

James & Melinda Richards
Jesse Richardson, Jr.
Pamela Richardson
Edgar & Elva Richie
Daniel & Jill Rigoli

Thomas Rike
Claire Roach

Walter Roberts, Jr.
Mark & Paula Robertson

Jean Robinson
Arturo Rocha

Robert & Lila Rockstein
Alec & Mary Rodney
Wanetta Rohrbach

Paul Roller
Romance Writers of America San Diego

Marjorie Root
Robert & Shane Rose

Shannon Rose & Jane Wesley Brooks
Sara Rosenthal
Alfred Roske

Manuel & Paula Rotenberg
Bill & Alice Roth
Ilan Rothmuller

Robert Rothstein
William & Beverly Rulon

Louise Russell
Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Rutherford

Thomas Ryan & Frances P. Osborn
Judith Ryland

Eric & Jane Sagerman
Todd Saier

Gerrard & Brigitte Salomon
Evelyn Salvog

San Diego County Credit Union
San Diego Nutrition Council

Frank Saragosa
Carol Saunders
Patricia Saville

Marilyn Scheininger
Philip Schey

Joseph Schieffer
Barbara Schmidt

Russell Schnapp & Brigid Hom-Schnapp
Dr. & Mrs. Jack Schneider

Karol Schoen
Jodie Schuller

Linda Scott & Arthur M. Wolfe
Richard Scott

William & Mary Scott
Shirley Seagren

Robert & Ruth Seegmiller
Linda Seifert

Dennis Seisun & Verena Seisun
Estate of Chloie Sergeant

Dennis & Madelynne Seymour
Debra Shannon

Michael & Michelle Shapiro
Cdr. & Mrs. Alexander Sharp

Jerry & Phyllis Sharrin
Elizabeth Shea
Myles Sheehy
Mary Shelton
Lori Sherwood

Marie Sherwood
Wendy Shigenaga
Stephen Shubert

Dr. & Mrs. E. Chandler Shumate
David & Linda Sieh

Gil & Julie Sih
Ronald Sinnen

Mary & Carl Sisskind
Raymond Skirsky

Leonard & Betty Slater
William & Maxine Sloan

Mollie Smart
Jean & Pemberton Smith

Sylvia Smith
Vaughn Smith & Mary Nell Hoover

James & Sylvia Southerland
Kim Sparrow

Dr. William Sperling
Robert & Erin Spydell

Shirley St. John
Michael Standerfer & Janice Standerfer

Carey & Neva Stevenson
Mr. & Mrs. Hugh Story, Sr.

Ted & Terri Strait

Kathleen & John Stremlau
Zelda Sturm Smith

Sudberry Properties, Inc.
Supporters of the San Diego 

Public Library
Terry Swain
Evelyn Swan

Wayne Swanson
Melvin & Ellen Sweet
Mrs. Charles Sykes

The Takahashi Family Fund at 
The San Diego Foundation

Jeffrey Tandy
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Tanzer

Frederick Tarverdians & Fereshteh Zare
Michael & Heidi Taylor

Paula Taylor & Bernard A. Kulchin
Robert & Patricia Teaze

Jeanne Tebo
Frederick & Patricia Tellam

Edwin Terry
Betty Ann Tetzke
C.E. Thompson

John & Susan Thompson
Susan Thompson
Jeanenne Tietge

Patricia Todd
Thomas Tokumaru

Lisa Torres
Richard Townsend

James Tracy
Bob & Melesse Traylor

Antony Trupans
Jim & Ming Tsai

Michael Van Horne
Tiffany Vandeweghe

Daylia Vaughan
Martin & Maria Villafana

Katherine Vitz & Georg Thomas
Richard & Alberta Waggoner
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Wagner

Myron & Anne Walter
Mary Ann Walton
Michael Walton

Chinese Book Club 
Donald Ward

Nathalie Waterhouse
Lowell Waxman

Stephen & Susan Weber
Larry & Donna Weeks
Michael & Mary Wei

Dr. Douglas Wemmer & 
Dr. Kimberly Yeager

Bamby Werner
Anne West

Robert & Irene White
Sarah White & David Gray

Yolanda White
Mr. & Mrs. John Whitney

Charles & Joan Whittenberg
Joy Williams & Barry Pulver

Stephen & Stephanie Williams
James & Dollie Wilson
Jack & Barbara Winans

Mark Winkler
Kimberly Winters
Barbara Withers
Christopher Witt

Women of the Moose #1337
Dr. & Mrs. Benjamin Woodward

World Affairs Council
Verona Worthman

Billee York
H. Young

Jean Young
Susi Zacharias

Dr. & Mrs. Paul Zeigler
Lan Zhang & Lei Huang
Gregory & Sara Zimmer
Jonathan & Alice Zoehrer

Leslie Zoref
David Zugman & Angela Kim

TRIBUTE GIFTS:

In Memory of: 

Jean Akins:
FeRx Incorporated

Dr. Mollie Cholfin:
Dr. Helen Wallace

Corenne Gray:
Mary Sue Smith

Margaret Hansen:
Dorothy Leithman

John William Harris:
James R. Dawe, Esq.

Joyce McCoy
Montgomery Knife & Fork Club

John E. Hogan:
Jo Anne H. Hogan

Lyda May Holstad:
Nancy Hoban, LVN

Jim Hull:
Eleanor McCardle

Paul Isner:
Alan D. Bugg

Kathleen Burns
Ben Dillingham

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Prest

Barbara Ann Marston:
Jocelyn McGrath

Carol Oakes:
Steve & Janet Dato

Mr. & Mrs. William S. Dato
Clarence & Rebecca Schmidt

Virginia Plitt:
Aline G. Hornaday

Hon. Choom Soonthorndhai:
Nantawan S. McLeod

H. Gene Staley:
Karl D. Burns & Helena Stump Burns

Jany & Bill Staley

Richard Staley

Jack Streeter:
Horace Dodd

E. Clampus Vitus
C.T. Talbott:

Jonna Talbott

Norma Taylor:
Charles Taylor

Mary MacIver Wilcoxon:
Jim & Mary Lee McNaughton

In Memory of: 

Cosmo & Celes Bua:
Carmine & Susan Bua

Leah Edelson:
Marvin & May Berman

Helen Hennessy:
Alice Slomko

Rena Holford:
Jan Wischnia

Mary Rolston:
Robert Irving & Julie Greenberg
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L.I.F.E. at 
San Ysidro 
Branch Library

READ/San Diego, San
Ysidro Branch Library and the
California State Library have
partnered for the past two
years to create and implement
ELLI (English Language
Literacy Intensive), better
known as L.I.F.E. (Literacy is Fun and Easy). The program offers 
literacy services to first, second and third graders of Beyer
Elementary School and their parents or caregivers. 

On a daily basis, participating children are treated to classroom
story times in English, word games and other activities designed to
improve their English reading skills, raise their test scores and 
help them become successful students – while having fun! Every
Tuesday and Thursday evening parents and caregivers attend 
classes at the library to hone their English skills. Many are preparing
for the GED.

The final component of the program is Friday Parent Nights,
which draw an enthusiastic audience of parents and children. Library
skills activities such as tours of the library and demonstrations of the
online catalog are conducted and children have an opportunity to
read to their parents. Special events, book giveaways from
READ/San Diego and refreshments make for lively evenings.

Across America book clubs for all ages are experiencing unprecedented
popularity. In addition to book discussion groups for adults, San Diego Public
Library sponsors child-parent book clubs to encourage families to communi-
cate and share their thoughts about chosen books in a friendly, relaxed
atmosphere.

The Clairemont Branch Library has
formed a Mother-Daughter Book Club.
Girls, ages 7-10, are invited to participate
along with their mothers or grandmoth-
ers. Fran Tessmer, who coordinates the
group, has observed that, over the 18
months the club has been in operation,

the girls have become more self-confident and take more initiative in choos-
ing books to read and discuss. She sees a “whole lot of enjoyment going on.”
To enhance the reading experience, this group elected to change its format
to a Child-Parent Book Club to include boys.

Carmel Valley and Mission Valley
Branch Libraries host Child-Parent Book
Clubs for students, grades 4-5, and their
parents. The program began in 1997 at
Carmel Valley and was designed to
increase communication between par-
ents and children. After youth services
librarian Barbara Schwartz was trans-
ferred to Mission Valley, she started the

second book club in 2003. The original club is still in existence at Carmel
Valley and is now managed by Eileen Labrador. These groups administer the
structure of the club, choosing which books they will read, the format for dis-
cussion and the activities that take place during the meeting. One of the chil-
dren’s favorite activities is Reader’s Theatre where participants are assigned
a character and recite a scene from the book in front of the group. Parents
get the opportunity to see firsthand how their kids learn and understand and
are sometimes surprised with what they discover.     

For information about these book clubs call:
• Clairemont (858) 581-9935 
• Carmel Valley (858) 552-1668 
• Mission Valley (858) 573-5007

Dorothy Meyers is a
native San Diegan
born in Mercy
Hospital in 1925.
She and her sister
Jean lived with her
grandparents in East
San Diego County
while they were
growing up. In 1937
they began spending
their summers in
Logan Heights. 
That year, 66 years
ago, Dorothy and
Jean visited the
Logan Heights
Branch Library and registered for their first library cards. She remem-
bers that they were so proud to have one. When she saw the article
about the new Logan Heights Branch Library in the Check Us Out
newsletter in March 2003, she sent a contribution to the library right
away enclosing a note about her first library card and saying, “I have
to support that library because it’s so special to me. The library is the
most important thing in our lives.”

Dorothy has been a lifetime champion of libraries. In 1944 she married
her husband before he entered the Army during World War II. When
he returned, they moved to Chicago for nine years 
then back to San Diego. She worked for the telephone company 
wherever she lived and was never without a library card. As a native
Californian she belongs to the San Diego Parlor of the Native
Daughters of the Golden West. She spends much of her time 
crocheting and painting on fabric to create handmade items to raise
money for their activities. This cuts into the amount of time she has 
for her other passion….reading. She calls herself an omnivorous 
reader because she likes to read everything, although she confesses
to a preference for historical novels and mysteries. Dorothy’s solution
to this dilemma is to borrow books-on-tape from the library so that 
she can do two things at once. 

She now lives in a downtown condominium and uses the Central
Library. Her favorite areas are the new Media Center (for books-on-
tape) and the Literature Section (for large print books). She is a big
fan of the library’s telephone reference service both for answers to
“ticklish” questions and for asking that materials from other libraries be
sent to her. And she has a warm spot in her heart for San Diego
Public libraries as public spaces. “I feel so comfortable and at home in
libraries. There is such welcoming warmth when I walk in the door.
Books are my friends, and I’m surrounded by friends at the library. And
library staff are always really nice.”

Contributions are vital to the San Diego Public Library and
easy to give by mail or phone.

Every dollar given to the Library Matching Materials Fund 
is matched 100% by the City of San Diego and is used to
purchase books and materials citywide.

Development Office
City of San Diego Public Library
820 E St., San Diego, CA 92101
(619) 236-5849

Innovative  Book  Clubs

Program Coordinator Daniela de Leon with 
L.I.F.E. participants

Lifetime Champion 
of Libraries

Dorothy Meyers with her favorite books

Find  the  Gold  in  the  
Central Library California Room
The opening of the new baseball stadium
Petco Park will bring spectator sporting
activities back to downtown San Diego.
There is a building, now owned by
Jerome’s, across from the Police
Headquarters at 1485 E Street, that
played a significant role in spectator
sport history in San Diego. What was the
building used for until the 1970s?

Answer: The building, the Coliseum Athletic
Club, was second only to Balboa Stadium in its seating
capacity for public sporting events. From the 1920s through the
1950s the Coliseum was a major site of indoor boxing and wrestling
events and the site where many boxing careers started. Archie
Moore, who was a long-time San Diego resident and is in the Boxing
Hall of Fame, was the most famous fighter to have boxed at the
Coliseum. His first fight there took place in 1938 against Frank
Rowsey whom he stopped in the second round. While Lane Field,
Balboa Stadium, and Dreamland Athletic Club have become only
memories, the Coliseum stands as tribute to San Diego’s urban
sporting past.

Sources:
The Centre City Historical Site Inventory, pages 64-65 in Part II,
RCC 979.498 Centre.

Magee, Jerry. Archie Moore. San Diego Union-TribuneDecember
10, 1998, page A1.

Photo courtesy of San Diego 
Hall of Champions

Photo: World light-heavyweight
champion Archie Moore, right, is
seen fighting Canadian boxer Yvon
Durelle in 1958 in Montreal in one
of the greatest fights in boxing his-
tory. Moore won the fight despite
the fact that he was approximately
15 years older than his opponent
and in the twilight of his career. 
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Mission  Valley  
Open  Air  Market

The Friends of the Mission Valley Branch Library have been busy
recruiting new members and coming up with innovative fundraising activi-
ties that suit the needs of this unique community. A popular and successful
idea is the weekly Open Air Market, which began in April and is held in the
parking lot and entryway to the library. Every Sunday from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.,
people stroll the aisles choosing flowers and fruit, sampling tasty foods,
talking with crafts people about their wares, buying books and magazines
from the Friends and listening to live music.

A farmer who has been involved in local farmers’ markets for years has
taken on the job of market manager. He is responsible for securing farm-
ers, vendors and permits for the event and ensuring that the lot is cleaned
up after each market. He works closely with the Friends group, which
receives a percentage of the sales from some booths and rent from oth-
ers. With the proceeds, Friends have funded library programs and made
substantial donations to the Matching Books and Media Fund.

Janet Cooling Artwork 
@ Point Loma/Hervey

An important
painting by artist
Janet Cooling
has been added
to the San Diego
Public Library’s
Permanent Art
Collection.
Acquired under
the auspices of
the Library’s
Visual Arts
Program, the
large, untitled,
abstract work has
been installed on the lower level of the Point Loma/Hervey Branch
Library. The painting was purchased with funds donated by the Hervey
family and Alice and Douglas Diamond. Based in San Diego and New
York, Cooling is an internationally-known artist and an art professor at
SDSU. Renowned as a colorist and a “painter’s painter,” she is regarded
as a historically important figure in contemporary American art and is ref-
erenced in many authoritative art publications. Her work has been fea-
tured in exhibitions at the Venice Biennale, the New Museum of
Contemporary Art in New York, the Art Institute of Chicago and the 
San Diego Museum of Art, among others.

Goodbye...
Vere Wolf, Music Librarian at
Central Library for many years,
passed away December 11, 2003.
He established the library’s Sunday
concert series showcasing local
musicians and created an in-depth
collection of opera, vocal and instru-
mental scores which still serves the
music community of San Diego
well. However, he was most loved for his series of opera lectures pre-
viewing San Diego Opera performances. From 1956 to 1991, he
served as the opera preview lecturer for the  San Diego Opera offer-
ing presentations on specific productions and general topics of opera
in venues throughout San Diego County and was responsible for
introducing thousands of people to opera.



Thank You San Diego Public Library

To San Diego Public Library, especially your Music Department:

At a friend’s home recently I was playing a piece on her piano. I only knew the first and last
parts. I knew it had a middle, (but) I had forgotten it after some 69 years. My friend said she
really liked that waltz.

I really wanted to locate that piece of music. I contacted music stores to no avail. 
Then I called your Library. I spoke to a very amiable voice in the Music section. She said her
name was Marilyn*. I told her how very much I would like to locate a copy of music of which I
only knew its name: “Valse Lucille.” After looking around, she told me the Library didn’t have a
copy. I do not recall what else was said.

A couple of weeks later a gentleman called from your Library. He said they had located
a copy! “Valse Lucille” by Rudolf Friml!!! He said he could send it to Ocean Beach Library,
which was close by. I was thrilled!!

When I went to the Ocean Beach Library, they handed me a copy!! Everyone was very 
amiable and helpful!! I am delighted to practice this charming waltz! 

I am certain many people are responsible for my gift! Thank you, each and every one! 
Especially I do thank Marilyn for “getting the ball rolling”! My friend is also delighted!

Very sincerely, 
Mary Elise Rogers

*Marilyn Filderman, Librarian, Central Library
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